No. S-11020/36/2015-SBM
Government of India
Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation
Swachh Bharat Mission (Gramin)

12" Floor, ParyavaranBhawan
CGO Complex, Lodhi Road
New Delhi-110 003

Dated 15.12.2016

To .
| The Principal Secretary/ Secretary
in-charge of Rural Sanitation,
All States/ UTs

Subject: - Diversion of forest land for non-forestry purposes under Forest (Conservation) Act,
1980 — Guidelines for construction of community toilet for the benefit of the people —
reg.

Sir,

I am directed to forward guidelines issued by Ministry of Environment, Forests &
Climate Change on the above mentioned subject for information and necessary action.

Yours faithfully,

A

= | Ty

— \ &2\ \'1{:.
Sunil Kt}
Under Secretary to the Government of India

Cépy to: - 1) SBM (G) State coordinator, all States
2) TD (NIC) for hosting on website
3) Hindi Section for Hindi translation:
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v/ i ;,,_b Mmistry of Environment, Forests & Climate Chan
S (Forest Conservation Division)

St

Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,
Jor Bagh Raod, Aliganj,
New Delhi: 1100 03,

Dated: 8% November, 2016.

The Principal Secretary / Setretary (Forests), bl
All Stale / UT Governments.

Sub. Diversion of forest land for non-forestry purposes under Forest
{(Conservation) Act, 1980 — Guidelines for construction of community toilet for
the benefit of the people-reg.

Ministry of Environment & Forests at New Delhi has received proposals from
Maharashtra, seeking general approval of the Cental Government under Section-2 of
the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 for diversion of forest land for constructon of
community ftoilet in rural and urban areas under Swachl Bharat Abliiyan of the
Government of India which involve wholly or partly the forest land for the benefit of the
people. '

) y has examined the issue of granting gencral approval to the State
Government under section 2(ii) of Forest Conservation Act 1980 for construction of

government approved community toilet involving forest Jand up to 1.00 ha.

I am directed to convey the general approval of Central Government under section
2(ii) of F C Act 1980 granted for construction of government approved community toilets on
land invelving partly or fully the forest lands (Government, private and deemed and other
forests) not ex‘-ceeding 1.00 ha of forest land subject to approval of gram panchayat in rural
areas and urban local body in urban areas to utilise the forest land on the following
condition. ' !

The general approval shall be subject to fulfilment of following conditions.

1. The forest land to he diverted for communi ty-toiletshould-bedess-tha ronehectarefir—

eachcase_— - :

2. The clearance shall be subject to the condition that the same is need based. The
conceined Divisional Forest Officer shall assess the bare minimum requirement of
the forest land for the project, which shall not exceed one hectare in each case and
will also certify to this effect. : :

3. The legal status of the land shall remain unchanged i.c., shall yremain Reserved /

Protected / Village / Un-classed other types of forests/forest as the case may be.
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he User Agency shall submit the project proposal to the State/ UT Government in
the prescribed format online with DGPS coordinates of each individual community
toilet to be constructed

5. "The project should not involve felling of more than fifty (50) trees per hectare.
Corresponding permissible limit of maximum number of trees to be felled for the
forest area diverted, shall be in proportion to the extent of the diverted.area.

6. The concerned Divisional Forest Officer shall assess the bare minimum requirement

of the forest land for the project, which shall not exceed one hectare in each case and
will also certify to this effect, : ; Ml

7. The User Agency will seek permission for diversion of forest land duly
recommended by Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, from the State/UT
Government, . - : I

8. The Nodal Officer (Forest Conservation) shall submit monthly report to the
concerned Regional Office by 5t of every month regularly regarding approval of
such cases. In the event of failure, the exercise of power by the State/ UT Government
to grant such permission may be suspended by the Central Government for a
specified petiod of time or till the information is su bmitted. ;

9. The User Agency shall plant and maintain two times the number of trees felled on
the diverted land to maintain the green cover at the project cost. Planting site for the
pi-ﬂ'pose will be identified by the State Forest Department (prefera bly within or in the
surrounding area of the project). Only indigenous forest tree species shall be used for
‘such plantations. Trees, if planted on the diverted a rea, will not be felled without fhe
permission of the State Forest Department. Trees, planted in swrounding area, will
belong to State Forest Department.

10. The compensatory levies such as NPV and Compensatory Afforestation cost (at least
1000 plants;er ha or 10 times the tree to be felled,- whichever is greater to he
planted in the degraded forest identified by the Forest Department). and other
charges as specified in FC approval letter shall be borne by the authority who ﬁppiies

- for diversion under FC Act, ,

11. The User Agency shall be responsible for any loss to the flora and fauna in the
sui‘roundihgs and therefore shall take all possible 111855111‘(15 to conserve the same.

12. The permission granted by the State Government shall be subject to the monitoring
by the concerned Regional Office of the Ministry of Environmentand I'orests. )

13. The forest land shall not be used for any purpose other than that specified in the

proposal. Any change in the land use without prior _permission of the Central

e ---f@g:ueltljment-;shaﬂ-ameui'-‘rE»ta‘—ﬁa;El-vitﬂﬁ[i{'j‘ﬁi‘if:FéfrEstGiﬁgéﬁﬁﬁi)ﬁ)"ﬁé?ﬁfi@'(}f“ e

i

14. The forest land shall not be used for any purpose other than that specified in the
proposal. Any change in the land use without prior permission of the Central
Government shall amount to the violation of Foyest (Conservation) Act, 1980.
Request for such changes shall be made to fhe Regional Officer by the Nodal Officer
(Forest Conservation) of the State/UT.










